F-9081 * ' * Ser. No. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend the indicated paragraphs of the specification in accordance 
with the amendments indicated below. 

Page 2: Last paragraph, bridging pages 2 and 3, amend as 
indicated below: 

[0011] Thus, claim 1 relates to a hot work tool steel characterized by 

having a composition in wt mass %: C: 0.10 % to 0.35 %, Si: less than 0.80 
%, Mn: 3.0 % or less, Cr: 2.0 % or more and less than 7.0 %, 1/2W + Mo: 
0.3 % to 5.0 %, N: more than 0.05 % and 0.50 % or less, C + N: 0.20 % to 
0.60 % (with a proviso that C/N: 6 or less), O: 0.0100 % or less, P: 0.050 % 
or less, Al: 0.050 % or less, and the balance: substantially Fe. 

Page 2: 1 st full paragraph, amend as indicated below: 

[0012] Claim 2, dependent from claim 1, is characterized by further 

containing, in wt mass %, V: 0.01 % or more and 0.3 % or less. 
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Page 2: 2 nd full paragraph, amend as indicated below: 
[0013] Claim 3, dependent from claim 1 or claim 2, is characterized by 

further containing , in mass %. at least one of Ni: 2.0 % or less and Co: 5.0 % 
or less. 

Page 2: 3 rd full paragraph, amend as indicated below: 
[0014] Claim 4, dependent from any of claims 1 through 3, is 

characterized by further containing , in mass %, at least one of Ti: 1.0 % or 
less, Ta: 1.0 % or less, B: 0.010 % or less, and Cu: 1.0 % or less. 

Page 2: 4 th full paragraph, amend as indicated below: 

[0015] Claim 5, dependent from any of claims 1 through 4, is characterized 

by further containing , in mass %. at least one of S: 0.050 % or less, Ca: 0.0100 
% or less, Se: 0.0100 % or less, Te: 0.0100 % or less, Zr: 0.0100 % or less, Mg: 
0.0100 % or less, and Y: 0.100 % or less. 

Page 6: 1 st full paragraph, amend as indicated below: 

[0029] However, in the case where the invention steel contains V, it is 

needed to limit the content of V to a small amount less than 0.5 % not more than 
03%. 
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Page 11: Last paragraph, bridging pages 11 and 12, amend as 
indicated below: 

[0057] V: 0.01 % or more and less than 0.5 % 0.3 % or less 

V is effective to form carbide and thereby strengthen the base metal 
and improve the wear resistance thereof, and is also effective to form fine carbide 
grains and thereby refine the crystal grains of the steel and increase the toughness 
thereof. Thus, the invention steel may contain not less than 0.01 % of V, as 
needed. 

Page 12: l sl full paragraph, amend as indicated below: 
[0058] However, if the V content is excessive, then coarse of eutectic 

carbide or carbonitide are produced when an ingot steel is formed, and amounts 
of carbide and carbonitide that are not solved upon quenching increase and 
accordingly toughness and wear resistance lower. Therefore, the V content is 
limited to less than 0.5 %, preferably, not mo r e than 0.4 %, mo r e p r efe r ably, 
not more than 0.3 %. 

Page 17: Table 1, amend as indicated on the following separate 

page: 
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Page 20: 2 nd full paragraph, amend as indicated below: 
[0087] The obtained results are shown in TABLE 3 (invention examples 

(10). OH (12). and (15) are for reference) . 

Page 22: Table 3, amend as indicated on the following separate 

page: 
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TABLE 3 
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